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PRESENTER SHORT BIOGRAPHY

Mahmoud Owais received the M.S. degree in transportation planning and the Ph.D. degree in transit 

planning from the University of Assiut in 2011 and 2014, respectively. He is currently an Associate 

Professor in transportation planning and traffic engineering with the Civil Engineering Department, 

Faculty of Engineering, Assiut University. He has published about 30 studies and conducted 250 reviews 

in well-reputed journals such as; IEEE Transactions On ITS, Expert Systems with Applications, and 

Accident Analysis & Prevention. For more information, visit the link: 

https://scholar.google.com.eg/citations?user=UNwlx2MAAAAJ&hl=en 





Review process





PAPER STRUCTURE

• Title

• Abstract + keywords

• Introduction

• Literature review (state of the art)

• Problem formulation, tools or input data

• Methodology

• Results

• Discussion

• Conclusions

• References 



SELECT THE 
TITLE OF  YOUR 
MANUSCRIPT



TITLE 
CHECK 
LIST

The title needs to be simple and direct

It should be interesting and informative

It should be specific, accurate, and functional (with essential scientific “keywords” for indexing)

It should be concise, precise, and should include the main theme of the paper

It should not be misleading or misrepresentative

It should not be too long or too short (or cryptic)

It should avoid nonstandard abbreviations and unnecessary acronyms

Title should be SPICED, that is, it should include Setting, Population, Intervention, Condition, 

End-point, and Design

Place of the study and sample size should be mentioned only if it adds to the scientific value of 

the title

Important terms/keywords should be placed in the beginning of the title

Descriptive titles are preferred to declarative or interrogative titles

Authors should adhere to the word count and other instructions as specified by the target 

journal



INTRODUCTION

• One introductory paragraph.

• Dive into the problem.

• Outline your solution strategy.

• Present the manuscript structure.

• Present research motivation.

• Preserve language accuracy.



STATE OF THE ART

• Prove Your Knowledge.

• Make your work Credible.

• Authentic your tools.

• Highlight your contributions.



HOW TO WRITE THE STATE OF THE ART

• Read as much as you can.

• Select referencing type (i.e., numbers or author date).

• Connect previous studies in a line of thought.

• State Existing Gaps.

• State your contribution in clear direct statements

(To the best of our knowledge….., To this end….., The salient contribution 

of this study is .., etc.)

• Use Referencing manager software.                 …. Be careful with selfcitation



- Tools and input data (what is needed to conduct the research).
- Problem formulation (complexity, justify the stated methodology, 
some math, nomenclature table).
-Methodology (How can other authors reproduce your work, some 
sophistication, Flow chart, some math, justification, adaptation).
-Results (here I will prove my claims, case studies, informative 
graphs and tables, connect the methodology with the results, 
comparisons, justify your counterintuitive results).
-Discussion (generality, scalability, assumption, limitation).

MANUSCRIPT BODY



Abstract
movie trailer (200 – 250 words)

Conclusion
movie review (long conclusion is preferable)
Recommend your gaps as future research

SUMMARIZING YOUR WORK



MANUSCRIPT FORMAT

• Journal template or strict specifications

• Free format (most journals now, Seize the opportunity)

• Appraise your academic email.



COVER LETTER

Journal of Construction and Building Materials 

 Dear Editor in chief:

I am pleased to submit an original research article entitled “Pre-trained Deep Learning for Hot-Mix Asphalt Dynamic Modulus Prediction with Laboratory Effort Reduction” for possible publication in the Journal of 

Construction and Building Materials.

With the submission of this manuscript I would like to undertake that:

• All authors of this research paper have directly participated in the planning, execution, and/or analysis of this study;

• All authors of this paper have read and approved the final version submitted;

• The contents of this manuscript have not been copyrighted or published previously;

• The contents of this manuscript are not now under consideration for publication elsewhere;

• There are no directly related manuscripts or abstracts, published or unpublished, by any authors of this paper.

We believe that this manuscript is appropriate for publication in the Journal of Construction and Building Materials. This study presents a powerful ML technique as a new solution for the 

HMA dynamic modulus prediction problem (E*). The main concern is to reduce the laboratory effort for E* determination while attaining an accurate E* prediction. The proposed 

methodology proves itself as an excellent tool for the E* prediction compared with the other models. Moreover, it could preserve its accurate performance with less data input using the 

transferred learning from the previous phase of the solution.

Thank you for your consideration! 

Sincerely,

DR. MAHMOUD OWAIS, Associate Professor

Civil Department, Faculty of Engineering, Majmaa University

On leave from Assiut University, Faculty of Engineering.

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 

Google Scholar: http://scholar.google.com.eg/citations?user=UNwlx2MAAAAJ&hl=en

Web of Science Researcher ID: U-2480-2019

http://scholar.google.com.eg/citations?user=UNwlx2MAAAAJ&hl=en
https://publons.com/researcher/U-2480-2019/




WHY EDITORS AND REVIEWERS REJECT PAPERS



FIRST DECISION

Reject:

Do not give up.

Adjust your manuscript and submit to another journal

(in some times you can submit to the same journal).

Revise:

Embrace the opportunity.

Prepare Yor Response letter.

Try to highlight your changes.

Respect the reviewers.

Take your time. 



FIRST DECISION

See an example of a response to the reviewers’ comments letter













CITATION MANAGER



LANGUAGE EDITING 
TOOL



REPHRASING 
TOOL
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